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Dear Dance Lovers,
Our new season takes off with World premieres, audience 
favorites and new productions filled with glamour, elegance, 
romance and cutting edge works performed for thousands of 
spectators in our New York City venues and during our national 
and international tours to Europe. 

Opening the season in spring with Women Dancing through 
History, followed by the vibrant Don Quixote, and the World 
Premiere of Goya, The Spanish Master . Sleeping Beauty in 
Albania and Don Quixote in Italy will wrap up our summer that 
will continue during our New York Capitol Region residency 
and National Tour.  Legacy, The Odyssey of Albania, a new 
contemporary ballet World Premiere and the holiday favorite 
Nutcracker will continue to inspire, educate, and entertain 
through winter, keeping dance fresh and vibrant.

Blending theory, practice and passion, AjkunBT is also home 
to a vibrant and dedicated community which celebrates, 
interrogates, practices art, and delights to help our youth 
reach its fullest potential. In-school performances and 
workshops are offered throughout the United States and in 
Australia, Italy, and The Netherlands. 
 
Dance Students, Professional Dancers and Choreographers 
who are in the early to mid-career stage of their artistic and 
professional development thrive from participating in our 
summer intensives and receiving competitive grants from the 
AjkunBT Fund. Children blossom in our performance dance 
programs and many become Cultural Ambassadors for the 
Arts.

The recession is affecting our worldwide community, with 
fewer cultural opportunities, less programming to offer and 
the lasting effects of the lay off of employees. Getting the 
world economy back on track will take time, but each of us 
can play a role in helping the Arts build a better future for the 
creative community and beyond. Please consider contributing 
to help the artists dream, create, and perform.

We look forward to seeing you at 
Ajkun Ballet Theatre for our Season!

Chiara and Leonard Ajkun, Artistic Directors
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Cover Photos AjkunBT performing Swan Lake
Image © by Rosalie O’Connor, Art Work by Rachel Neville.
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PERFORMING SEASON
Ajkun Ballet Theatre presents 
traditional and contemporary 
ballets in NEW YORK CITY, 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK 
CAPITOL REGION and during its 
annual TOURS. 

AjkunBT performing Legacy, The Odyssey of Albania 
Image © by Alberto Liberascioli, Art Work by Rachel Neville

To Buy Tickets: 
Online: www.SmartTix.com (type Ajkun into Find), 
By phone: (212) 868-4444
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For our 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
visit www.ajkunbt.org 
Click PERFORMANCES 
from the menu and  
the link: 
SPRING, SUMMER, FALL & 
WINTER, ON TOUR.
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AJKUNBT IN THE COMMUNITY & 
IN-SCHOOL EDUCATION
Ajkun Ballet Theatre reaches out to thousands 
of children and adults of all backgrounds 
and levels wishing to enhance their theater  
experiences through in-school programming, visits 
to our studios and specially priced performances  
and workshops. 

Information about these programs may be found 
on our website www.ajkunbt.org, EDUCATION from 
the menu and MASTER CLASS (Dance Institutions), 
ARTS IN ED (Schools), YOUNGS (Ongoing Children 
Programs) from the submenu. 

Excerpts from our performances may be 
seen at www.youtube.com/AjkunBT 
We welcome inquiries by email at: 
ArtsinEd@ajkunbt.org

AjkunBT performing at The Ailey Citigroup Theater
Image © by Rosalie O’Connor 

DANCERS AND AJKUNBT
The Artists are our most precious Community. AjkunBT prides itself 
to bring together talented youngest handpicked from all over the 
world alongside extraordinary dancers internationally renowned 
to perform in The World Capital of Dance: New York City.

THE COMPANY
Dancers and Choreographers of any citizenship and strong dance 
background are encouraged to audition. Repertory encompasses 
traditional and contemporary ballets. Current season is 48 weeks 
and includes international touring. For details: www.ajkunbt.org, 
click THE COMPANY and follow the links.

FULLTIME TRAINEESHIP
Thanks to Private and Public funding, few outstanding dancers  
(16 years +) are admitted to train and perform with The Company 
in The United States and Europe. For details: www.ajkunbt.org,  
click EDUCATION and follow the link TRAINEE.

PERFORMING IN NEW YORK – 
JULY & AUGUST SUMMER INTENSIVE
4 weeks of training and performances open to 
professional dancers and advanced dance students 
(14 years +). For details: www.ajkunbt.org, click 
EDUCATION and follow the link SUMMER .

AUDITIONING FOR AJKUNBT
Please visit www.ajkunbt.org and click on COMPANY 
(from the menu), AUDITIONS (from the submenu) or 
contact us at ajkun@aol.com for details.

Connect with our Dancers on  
www.Facebook.com/AjkunBT
Watch them Perform on  
www.Youtube.com/AjkunBT

OUR OFFERINGS  
INCLUDE: 
EDUCATIONAL 
RESIDENCIES
Master classes, Workshop & 
Residencies for your students.

BALLET PREVIEWS
Students visit our New York 
City studios to discover dance 
in a professional setting.

THEATER 
PERFORMANCES
Specially priced Student 
Matinee Performances.

UNIQUE PROJECTS
Tailored made Programs 
that accomplish the school’s 
objectives

Dancers images © by Simone Ghera and Lois Greenfield

Children attending a Class on stage taught by AjkunBT 
Artists. Image © by Gary Gold
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ALUMNI AND AJKUNBT
Ajkun Ballet Theatre’s Alumni are considered among the finest 
in the dance industry and have been employed in more than 100 
Companies, worldwide. 2,000 candidates from 5 different continents 
are auditioned every year, resulting in 10 Fulltime Trainees and  
20 Summer Trainees being accepted. 

TAYLOR KINDRED – (MONTANA, USA)
(image © by Rachel Neville)

“AjkunBT has accelerated my development as a 
dancer with its superb training and wide variety of 
repertory. I’ve learned to work in a way that will 
prolong my dancing career and push my technical 
limits. The breadth of my artistry has expanded due 
to the diverse repertory that AjkunBT offers. “  

TAYLOR STUDIED AT THE KIROV BALLET ACADEMY OF WASHINGTON D.C. AND THE ELLISON 
BALLET OF NEW YORK AND HAD APPEARED WITH A VARIETY OF COMPANIES IN THE USA AND 
SOUTH KOREA PRIOR PARTICIPATING TO THE AJKUNBT TRAINEE PROGRAM WHERE HE WAS 
INVITED TO JOIN THE COMPANY.

AJKUNBT ON TOUR
Since the year 2004, thanks to funding made available from the United 
States, Australian and European Communities, Ajkun Ballet Theatre 
has been able to tour nationally and internationally.

Although performance tours vary every year, 
Three are the steady appointments to see AjkunBT performing: 
IN AUGUST AT THE EGG PERFORMING ARTS CENTER IN ALBANY (NY), 
IN JUNE AT THE NATIONAL OPERA HOUSE OF TIRANA, ALBANIA (EUROPE), 
IN JULY AT THE DANCE IN ITALY FESTIVAL, ITALY (EUROPE)

To Buy Tickets
For The Egg – online: www.theegg.org, 
by phone: + 1 (518) 473-1845
For Europe – online: www.ludt.org, 
by phone: (+ 39) – 0376 - 396824

Raymonda restaged by Leonard Ajkun at The National Opera House of Tirana - Albania. Image © by Roland Tasho 

WORKSHOPS
Ajkun Ballet Theatre performances are often associated with 
workshops taught by our Company Artists. 
For information concerning Workshops in 
EUROPE, please contact: otherlanguages@ludt.org, 
AUSTRALIA, please contact: artisticstaff@ajkunbt.org, 
USA, please contact: ajkun@aol.com

Hayley Collins – (Nsw, Australia)
(image © by Rosalie O’Connor)

“Being part of the Ajkun Ballet Theatre’s programs 
allowed me to experience the reality of working in 
a company environment. Everyday is a challenge, 
but each opportunity and all the different styles 
have enabled me to strengthen my technique and 
performance skills. AjkunBT has made me grow as a 
dancer through very exciting experiences.“  

Hayley studied under scholarship at the Mc Donald College and Tanya Pearson Academy 
in Sydney, Australia, and she has been the recipient of the 2007 Mc Donald Ballet College 
Award and 2009 Youth America Grand Prix’s Scholarship for the Bolshioi Ballet’s intensive 
before joining AjkunBT in Europe in summer 2010. Hayley is currently a Trainee with the 
AjkunBT Company. A
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HEADLINE
On the dawn of the Tenth Anniversary, we celebrate the growth 
beyond expectations of The Ajkun Ballet Theatre, grateful for the 
strenuous support of The Board, Venues, Benefactors and Artists “to 
run this organization on the principle of quality only”.

Conceived to make the highest standard of the arts accessible to 
everyone, today Ajkun Ballet Theatre is an umbrella organization 
comprising a group of entities incorporated in five countries to 
facilitate international projections, whose accomplishments include

AJKUN BALLET THEATRE | 193 Cross Street, NYC, NY 10464-1225 USA | Email: ajkun@aol.com  
Telephone: + 1 (646) 202-1852 | On the Web: www.ajkunbt.org


